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SYBR green PCR kit (QIAGEN). The q-PCR forward and reverse primer sequences, respectively are followed: for HIF-1α 5'-GAACGTCGAAAAGAAAAGTCTCG-3' and 5'-CCTTATCAAGATGCGAACTCACA-3'; for GAPDH, 5'-GTGGTCTCCTCTAGCTTCAAC-3' and 5'-TCTCTTCCTCTTGTGCTCTTG-3.
Immunohistochemistry
Tumor tissues were fixed in 10% buffered formalin (Sigma). The specimens were embedded in paraffin and 5 μm thick-cutted sections were routinely stained with haematoxylin and eosin (HE). The sections were stained with antibodies to HIF-1α and VEGF. And then, the antigen antibody complex was visualized by the addition of peroxidase-conjugated universal secondary antibody.
Viability assay
The stable cells were seeded and incubated at 37°C for the indicated time. Afterwards, the cells were incubated for 3 h with phenol red-free medium containing 500 μg/ml of 3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenyl tetrazolium bromide (MTT, Sigma). The MTT-containing medium was removed after 3 h of incubation. The incorporated dye was dissolved in 100 μl/well of DMSO, after which the plates were read at a wavelength of 540 nm using an ELISA reader. Absorbance in the treated cells was expressed as percentage of the control. 
